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NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
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Paper No./Mail Date . 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

1 . Claims 74, 78 and 83 are allowed over the prior art of record. 

2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

The closest prior art of record is U.S. Patent No. 6,449,601 B1 to Friedland et al; 6,415,269 B1 to 
Dinwoodie and WO 92/15174 A1 to Grusin et al 

Friedland et al disclose a system that integrates a remote auction audience with an onsite auction 
audience within a traditional-style, live auction while leaving an auctioneer in complete control of the 
auction event. Friedland further discloses a bid system for transmitting information to remote bidders, 
receiving auction bids from the remote bidders and transmitting to the remote bidders information 
regarding the acceptance and rejection of the onsite and remote auction bids. Friedland further discloses 
a clerk system operable to process auction bids from one or more onsite bidders and remote bidders. 

Dinwoodie discloses an interactive remote auction bidding system and teaches that the auction 
site comprises a location remote from the participants at which bids are accepted and the auction is 
controlled by an auctioneer located at the auction site. The auctioneer functions in a capacity similar to 
the capacity of an auctioneer in a typical auction where participants are located at the auction site. The 
auctioneer is in complete control of the auction by deciding whether or not an accepted bid was the final 
asking bid for the lot. 

Grusin et al disclose an interactive auction system wherein a live auction is conducted in 
conjunction with a plurality of remote sites and conducted by an auctioneer who is in complete control of 
the auction. 

"DoveBid Announces Live Webcast Capabilities for On-Site B2B Asset Auctions" discloses an on- 
site auction event that is also broadcast live over the Internet, thereby enabling remote buyers to bid real 
time. 

As per Claims 74 and 78, the closest prior art of record taken either individually or in combination 
with other prior art of record fails to teach or suggest a system that integrates a remote auction audience 
with an onsite auction audience within a traditional style, live auction while leaving an auctioneer in 
control of the auction event and specifically wherein the clerk system and bid system being event driven 
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systems operating subject to the occurrence of only non-time based events occurring under the direction 
of the auctioneer. The specific allowable feature, which distinguishes the present invention over the prior 
art is the event driven clerk and bid systems in a integrated remote and onsite live auction and wherein 
the clerk and bid systems operate subject to the occurrence of only non-time based events and occurring 
under the direction of the auctioneer. 

As per Claim 83, the closest prior art of record taken either individually or in combination with 
other prior art of record fails to teach or suggest degrading service in an auction system that integrates a 
remote auction audience with an onsite auction audience at a traditional style, live auction upon 
determination of a network packet loss by initially stopping the video stream, and upon continued packet 
loss, stopping the audio stream to ensure optimal auction bidding performance. The specific allowable 
feature, which distinguishes the present invention over the prior art is the degrading of service upon 
determination of a network packet loss by initially stopping the video stream, and upon continued packet 
loss, stopping the audio stream to ensure optimal auction bidding performance. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the payment 
of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue fee. Such 
submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 
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3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to John Hayes whose telephone number is (703)306-5447. The examiner can normally be 
reached Monday through Friday from 5:30 to 3:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Jim 
Trammell, can be reached on (703) 305-9768. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding should be 
directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-1 113. 

Please address mail to be delivered by the United States Postal Service (USPS) as follows: 

Mail Stop 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Please address mail to be delivered by other delivery services (Federal Express (Fed Ex), UPS, 
DHL, Laser, Action, Purolator, etc.) as follows: 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
2011 South Clark Place 
Customer Window, Mail Stop 



Crystal Plaza Two, Lobby, Room 1B03 
Arlington, Virginia 22202 



or faxed to: 



(703) 872-9306 [Official communications; including 

After Final communications labeled 
"Box AF"] 

(703) 746-5531 [Informal/Draft communications, labeled 

"PROPOSED" or "DRAFT"] 

Hand delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park 5, 2451 Crystal Drive, Arlinqton, 

jth floor receptionist. J 9 ' 





ohn W. Hayes 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3621 



June 25, 2004 
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Examiner's Amendment 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or additions be 
unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure 
consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 
Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with Nancy Rabenold on 
6/24/04. 

Claim 74. (currently amended) A system that integrates a remote auction audience with an onsite 
auction audience within a traditional-style, live auction while leaving an auctioneer in control of the auction 
event, the system comprising: 

a clerk system operable to process auction bids from one or more onsite auction bidders 
and remote auction bidders for an item being auctioned at a live auction site; 
a bid system operable to: 

transmit to one or more remote auction bidders information pertaining to the item 
being auctioned; 

receive auction bids from the one or more remote auction bidders for the item 
being auctioned; and 

transmit to the one or more remote auction bidders information regarding the 
acceptance and rejection of the onsite and remote auction bids; and 
the clerk system and the bid system being event-[only-]driven systems operating subject 
to the occurrence of only non-time based events, the non-time based events occurring under the direction 
of the auctioneer, whereby the auctioneer manages the psychology and the pace of the auction. 
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2. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to John Hayes whose telephone number is (703)306-5447. The examiner can normally be 
reached Monday through Friday from 5:30 to 3:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Jim 
Trammel!, can be reached on (703) 305-9768. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding should be 
directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-1 113. 

Please address mail to be delivered by the United States Postal Service (USPS) as follows: 
Mail Stop 



Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Please address mail to be delivered by other delivery services (Federal Express (Fed Ex), UPS, 
DHL, Laser, Action, Purolator, etc.) as follows: 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
2011 South Clark Place 
Customer Window, Mail Stop 



Crystal Plaza Two, Lobby, Room 1B03 
Arlington, Virginia 22202 



or faxed to: 



(703) 872-9306 [Official communications; including 

After Final communications labeled 
"Box AF"] 

(703) 746-5531 [Informal/Draft communications, labeled 

"PROPOSED" or "DRAFT"] 

Hand delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park 5, 2451 Crystal Drive, Arlinqton 

VA 7 r receptionist - ' 

W.Hayes / 
3 rimary Examiner 
Art Unit 3621 

June 25, 2004 




